
ESSAY TOPIC DESCRIPTION 

The Civil War and its repercussions continue to echo today, 

as evidenced by the recent rise of discussion and debate 

about Confederate monuments.  

On August 12, 2017, in Charlottesville,  Virgina white 
supremacists held a “Unite the Right” rally in response to the 

planned removal of a statue of General Robert E. Lee, 

commander of the Confederate army during the Civil War. 

That rally turned deadly when one of the white supremacists 

rammed his car into the crowd of counter-protestors, killing 

Heather Heyer. Two days later, protestors in Durham, North 
Carolina tore down a Confederate monument located in front 
of a courthouse.  

Across the nation, Confederate monuments have been

removed in some places while in other places, their removal 

continues to be hotly debated. It would be presumed that 

during the Civil War, New Jersey would have been a Union-

sympathizing state. However, our state has an unexpected 

history of support for the Confederacy. For example, in 

Pennsville, New Jersey there is a monument that 

memorializes 2,436 Confederate prisoners of war who died 

of dysentery while being held at Fort Delaware. Nearby, lay 

the bodies of 136 Union soldiers also felled by the disease, 

who guarded them.  

In addition, before and during the Civil War, Princeton 

University had a heavily southern student body. Until 1861, 

approximately 40 percent of Princeton’s student body came 

from the Confederate south. On the campus, there is a Civil 

War memorial in Nassau Hall honoring students who fought 

on both sides of the war. 

Write an essay to support or oppose the removal of 
Confederate monuments. Feel free to advocate in favor of 
any feasible compromise to support your argument. 

Black 
History 
Month 
Program 

Tuesday, February 27, 2018 

6–9 p.m. 

New Jersey Law Center 

One Constitution Square 

New Brunswick, NJ 08901 

The Minorities in the Profession Section invites you to 
attend this FREE event featuring... 

• Trivia contest featuring essay winners

• Art Exhibit by Lee Johnson of Trenton, NJ

• Music by the Trenton High School Orchestra

• Guest speaker, Sarah Collins Rudolph, survivor
of the 1963 Birmingham, AL church bombing

• Award presentations and acknowledgements

This program is presented by the New Jersey State Bar 
Association’s Minorities in the Profession Section and 
co-sponsored by the Diversity Committee. 

Questions? Call Tamika Wilson at 732-937-7540
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CONTEST RULES 
ELIGIBILITY: The contest is open to any New Jersey high school 

student (grades 9-12). Students may not collaborate. 

HOW TO ENTER: Submit a short, qualifying essay explaining why 

you support or oppose the removal of confederate monuments.  

ESSAY SUBMISSION DEADLINE: All entries must be received by 

midnight January 17. All submissions become the property of the 

New Jersey State Bar Association. By submitting an essay, the 

student agrees that the entry has not been previously published.  

JUDGING CRITERIA: Each essay will be reviewed by a panel of at 

least three judges on the following criteria: 

• Point of view (clearly stated and well supported) 

• Quality of writing (spelling, grammar, punctuation)

• Creativity and meaningful analysis (use of critical and 
creative thinking) 

• Adherence to specified limitations (See Essay Format)

WINNER NOTIFICATION: Essay finalists and runners-up will be 

notified by mail, email or phone on February 16 with an invitation

to attend the award reception and compete in the Black History 

Month Trivia Contest for cash prizes. Students are encouraged to 

invite family members and teachers to the program. A study guide 

will be provided to help students prepare for the contest.  

CONFIRMING ATTENDANCE: Students must confirm their 

attendance and participation for the award reception and trivia 

contest by February 23.

AWARD RECEPTION & TRIVIA CONTEST: Essay finalists will 

compete in a Black History Month Trivia Contest on February 27 at 

the New Jersey Law Center. Finalists who cannot be present to 

participate will forfeit their chance to compete for top cash prizes and 

a runner-up will take their place.  

PRIZES: All finalists and runners-up will receive a gift card and 

certificate of achievement: 

1st Place $250 

2nd Place $150 

3rd Place $100 

Runners-up $25 

HOW TO SUBMIT ESSAYS 

All essays must be received by Wednesday, January 

17, 2018 via mail or email: 

Mail to:  New Jersey State Bar Association 

Attn: Tamika Wilson 

One Constitution Square 

New Brunswick, NJ 08901 

Email to: twilson@njsba.com 

Subject: MIPS Black History Month Contest 

ACCEPTED FILE TYPES: Emailed essays must be 

attached as a Microsoft Word or PDF file or emailed 

as a Google Doc. 

 .pdf (Portable Document Format; Adobe Acrobat) 

 .doc, .docx (Microsoft Word Document) 

 .gdoc (Google Docs) 

DO NOT submit any other file-types. Microsoft 

Works (.wps), Rich Text (.rtf), Plain text (.txt) and 

WordPerfect (.wpd) files will not be accepted or 

considered for entry. 

SAMPLE COVER PAGE AND ESSAY FORMAT 

ESSAY FORMAT 

Essays must include a cover sheet with the 

student’s name, name of high school, student’s 

home address, email address and phone number. 

(see sample below) 

Essays must not include student’s name or any 

other identifying information about the student. 

This information should only be written on the cover 

sheet. Essays will be judged without knowledge of 

the identity of the author.  

Essays must not exceed 3 typed pages. Entries 

which exceed the word limitations will not be 

considered. 

Essays must be typed, double-space with a one-

inch margin on the top, bottom, left, and right. 

Essay must be typed using a standard12pt font. 

For example: Times New Roman, Calibri or Arial. 

DO NOT include works cited (bibliography), 

especially if it would add additional pages to the 

submission. 

“Essay Title” 

John J. Student 
NJ Town High School 

123 Main Street 
Anywhere, NJ 12345 

(732) 555-1234 
johnsstudent@email.com 

  Type essay using a standard font 

like Times New Roman or Arial. 

Use 12 pt font. Double-space your 

document. You should also 

paginate your essay. Page 

numbers can be placed on the top 

or the bottom of each page; on the 

left, right or in the middle of the 

page.  

   Type essay using a standard 

font like Times New Roman or 

Arial. Use 12 pt font. Double-

space your document. 
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