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NOTICE
SEXUAL ASSAULT SURVIVOR PROTECTION ACT OF 2015 (SASPA) PROCEDURE FOR OBTAINING A TEMPORARY PROTECTIVE
ORDER - MODIFIED TO ADDRESS COVID-19
In response to the COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic, the New Jersey Judiciary is
implementing all possible measures to apply social distancing in current court operations,
consistent with the recommendations of the New Jersey Department of Health and the
Centers for Disease Control. Accordingly, the procedures for applying for a SASPA
protective order have been temporarily modified.

As part of the new temporary procedures, the Judiciary created the attached
application packet to be used by the plaintiff/victim or the parent of a victim to request a
SASPA temporary protective order. A parent or guardian may file on behalf of the victim
in any case in which the victim (1) is less than 18 years of age; or (2) has a developmental
disability or a mental disease or defect that renders the victim temporarily or permanently
incapable of understanding the nature of the victim's conduct, including, but not limited
to, being incapable of providing consent.
The packet, which also is posted on the Judiciary's website (www.njcourts.gov),
includes the required forms as well as instructions on how to complete the forms. Once
the plaintiff has completed the forms in the packet, they must email them to the Family
Division either in the county in which the victim resides, the county in which the defendant
resides, or the county where the act occurred. The list of email addresses by each county
to be used for this purpose is on page 5 of the Sexual Assault Survivor Protection Act
Intake Kit (CN 12590). Family Division staff will promptly review the submitted paperwork
that plaintiff has submitted and will contact the plaintiff to coordinate a time for a telephonic
or video hearing on the application before a Superior Court judge.
If you are a victim of domestic violence and want to file for a domestic violence
restraining order, please contact your local law enforcement agency.
Questions about this notice may be directed to the AOC's Family Practice Division
at 609-815-2900 ext. 55350.

~ \Jl"'-"'- }\ 3-aJ- ½&~
Hon. Glenn A. Grant, J.A.D.
Acting Administrative Director of the Courts
Dated: April 2, 2020
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How to File a New Jersey Sexual Assault Survivor Protection Act (SASPA) Complaint
Superior Court of New Jersey - Chancery Division - Family Part

**Please be advised this packet is intended to only be used during the COVID-19 crisis.**
Who Should Use This Packet?
This packet should only be used the first time you file for a Sexual Assault Survivor Protective Order.
Use this packet if you are:
A victim ofnonconsensual sexual contact, sexual penetration, or lewdness, (see definitions on page 3) or any attempt at
such conduct, and who does not meet the definition of a "domestic violence victim" in the Prevention of Domestic
Violence Act (PDVA).
• A victim's parent or guardian may file on behalf of the victim in any case in which the victim:
o is less than 18 years of age; or
o has a developmental disability or a mental disease or defect that renders the victim temporarily or
permanently incapable of understanding the nature of the victim's conduct, including, but not limited to,
being incapable of providing consent
Do NOT use this packet if:
• You meet the definition of a "victim" under the PDVA - N.J.S.A. 2C:25- l 9 (d)(a) which is as follows:
o A person protected by the PDVA includes any person:
■
Who is 18 years of age or older, or who is an emancipated minor, and who has been subjected to
domestic violence by:
❖ Spouse
❖ Former spouse
❖ Any other person who is a present household member or was at any time a household
member, or
■
Who, regardless of age, has been subjected to domestic violence by a person:
❖ With whom the victim has a child in common, or
❖ With whom the victim anticipates having a child in common, if one of the parties is
pregnant, or has been subjected to domestic violence by a person with whom the victim
has had a dating relationship.
NOTE: If you are a victim of domestic violence and want to file for a domestic violence restraining order, please contact
your local law enforcement agency.

•

If you are filing on behalf of a minor child and the person you are filing against is a parent or guardian of the minor
child, you cannot file under the Sexual Assault Survivor Protection Act. You must call the Division of Permanency
and Protection at: 1-877 NJ ABUSE (1-877-652-2873); TTY/TDD 1-800-835-5510
Note: These materials have been prepared by the New Jersey Administrative Office of the Courts for use by self-represented litigants. The guides,
instructions, and forms wi ll be periodically updated as necessary to reflect current New Jersey statutes and court rules. The most recent version of
the forms will be avai lable at the county courthouse or on the Judiciary's Internet site njcourts.gov. However, you are ultimately responsible for
the content of your court papers.

Completed forms are to be submitted to your local Family Division. A list of Family Division Offices can be found
on njcourts.gov
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Things to Think About Before You Represent Yourself in Court
Try to Get a Lawyer
The law, the proofs necessary to present your case,
and the procedural rules governing cases in the
Family Division are complex. It is recommended
that you make every effort to obtain the assistance
of a lawyer. If you cannot afford a lawyer, you may
contact the legal services program in your county to
see if you qualify for free legal services. Their
telephone number can be found online under "Legal
Aid" or "Legal Services."

If you do not qualify for free legal services and need
help in locating an attorney, you can contact the bar
association in your county. The telephone number
can also be found in your local yellow pages. Most
county bar associations have a Lawyer Referral
Service.
The County Bar Lawyer Referral Service can
supply you with the names of attorneys in your area
willing to handle your particular type of case and
will sometimes consult with you at a reduced fee.
There are a variety of organizations of minority
lawyers throughout New Jersey, as well as
organizations of lawyers who handle specialized
types of cases. Ask the Family court staff in your
county for a list of lawyer referral services that
include these organizations.
What You Should Expect If You Represent
Yourself
While you have the right to represent yourself in
court, you should not expect special treatment, help
or attention from the court. The following is a list
of some things court staff can and cannot do for
you. Please read it carefully before asking court
staff for help.
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•

We can explain and answer questions about
how the court works.

•

We can tell you what the requirements are to
have your case considered by the court.

•

We can give you some information from your
case file.

•

We can provide you with samples of court
forms that are available.

•

We can provide you with guidance on how to
fill out forms.

•

We can usually answer questions about court
deadlines.

•

We cannot give you legal advice. Only your
lawyer can give you legal advice.

•

We cannot tell you whether or not you should
bring your case to court.

•

We cannot give you an opinion about what will
happen if you bring your case to court.

•

We cannot recommend a lawyer, but we can
provide you with the telephone number of a
local lawyer referral service.

•

We can cannot not talk to the judge for you
about what will happen in your case.

•

We cannot let you talk to the judge outside of
court.

•

We cannot change an order issued by a judge.

Keep Copies of All Papers
Make and keep copies for yourself, written
agreements, Case Information Statements, and other
important papers that relate to your case
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Definitions of Court Terms Used in SASPA Cases
Certification - A certification is a written statement made to the court when you file papers with the court,
swearing that the information contained in the filed papers is true subject to penalty if any statement is willfully
false.
Complaint - A complaint is a formal document filed in court that starts a case. It typically includes the names
of the parties and the issues you are asking the court to decide.
Court Order-A court order is the written decision issued by a court oflaw. For example, a child support
court order sets forth how often, how much, and what kind of support is to be paid.
Defendant - the party sued in a civil lawsuit or the party charged with a crime in a criminal prosecution. In
some types of cases (such as divorce) a defendant may be called a respondent.
Docket Number- The docket number is the identifying number assigned to every case filed in the court.
File - To file means to give the appropriate forms to the court to begin the court's consideration of your request.
Intimate Parts - Means the following body parts: sexual organs, genital area, anal area, inner thigh, groin,
buttock, or breast of a person.
Lewdness - Means the exposing of the genitals for the purpose of arousing or gratifying the sexual of the actor.
Party - A party is a person, business, or governmental agency involved in a court action.
Petitioner - Petitioner is another name for the person starting the court action by filing the appropriate papers
the court will consider.
Respondent - Respondent is the person who is named as the other party in the court action filed by the
petitioner. This person can respond to the complaint or application filed by the petitioner by filing a cross
application or written response with the court.
Sexual Conduct - Means an intentional touching by the victim or actor, either directly or through clothing, of
the victim's or actor's intimate parts for the purpose of degrading or humiliating the victim or sexually arousing
or sexually gratifying the actor.
Sexual Penetration - Means vaginal intercourse, cunnilingus, fellatio, or anal intercourse between persons or
insertion of the hand, finger, or object into the anus or vagina either by the actor or upon the actor's instruction.
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The numbered steps listed below tell you what forms you will need to fill out and what to do with them. Each form should be typed or
printed clearly on 8 ½ "x 11" white paper only. Forms cannot be filed on a different size or color paper. Use only the forms included
in this packet. Be sure to keep a copy for your records.

Steps for Filing a Complaint

STEP 1: Fill out the Intake Form (Form A)
The Intake form provides your and/or the minor child's demographic information. This information will be kept
confidential and will not be shared with the defendant.
STEP 2: Fill out the Verified Complaint (Form B)
The Verified Complaint is a written request in which you ask the court to establish a court order on your behalf
or on a minor child's behalf. The court will establish an order based on testimony of the parties and written
documentation submitted.
STEP 3: Additional Information Sheet (FORM C)
This form is provided if you need additional space to type the details of the incident for which you are filing for
a protective order.
STEP 4: Provide the court with the most recent address of the other party
If the court grants a temporary order of protection, the court will send a Notice to Appear to the plaintiff and the
defendant and any attorney(s) connected to your case when the case is scheduled for a final hearing. Your
appearance is mandatory.
Note: The other party will receive copies of all the papers you attach (except for the Intake Form) to your
complaint with the Notice to Appear, unless court rules prohibit this information from being shared.
You must provide the court with the most current address (that you know of) for the other party and the name of
their attorney (if you know it) when you file your complaint.

STEP 5: Check your completed forms and make copies
Check your forms and make sure they are complete. Remove all instruction sheets. Make sure you have signed
all the forms wherever necessary.
STEP 6: E-mail your completed paperwork
E-mail your completed packet to the emergent filing mailbox in the county where the conduct or attempted
conduct occurred, where the defendant resides, or where you reside or are sheltered. E-mail addresses for each
vicinage are provided on page 5 of this packet.
NOTE:
These applications may only be filed in the Family Division of the Superior Court during normal business
hours.
These applications may only be taken at the Superior Court and are not to be accepted at Municipal Courts
and/or police departments.
All courthouse addresses can be found on njcourts.gov.
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Where to Email Your Emergent Filing:
Atlantic County -- AtlEmergent.Mailbox@njcourts.gov
Bergen County -- BerEmergent.Mailbox@njcourts.gov
Burlington County -- BurEmergent.Mailbox@njcourts.gov
Camden County -- CamEmergent.Mailbox@njcourts.gov
Cape May County -- CpmEmergent.Mailbox@njcourts.gov
Cumberland County -- CumEmergent.Mailbox@njcourts.gov
Essex County -- EsxEmergent.Mailbox@njcourts.gov
Gloucester County -- GloEmergent.Mailbox@njcourts.gov
Hudson County -- HudEmergent.Mailbox@njcourts.gov
Hunterdon County -- HntEmergent.Mailbox@njcourts.gov
Mercer County -- MerEmergent.Mailbox@njcourts.gov
Middlesex County -- MidEmergent.Mailbox@njcourts.gov
Monmouth County -- MonEmergent.Mailbox@njcourts.gov
Morris County -- MrsEmergent.Mailbox@njcourts.gov
Ocean County -- OcnEmergent.Mailbox@njcourts.gov
Passaic County -- PasEmergent.Mailbox@njcourts.gov
Salem County -- SlmEmergent.Mailbox@njcourts.gov
Somerset County -- SomEmergent.Mailbox@njcourts.gov
Sussex County -- SsxEmergent.Mailbox@njcourts.gov
Union County -- UnnEmergent.Mailbox@njcourts.gov
Warren County -- WrnEmergent.Mailbox@njcourts.gov
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Instructions for Completing the SASPA Intake Form (Form A)

1. Part I of the SASPA Intake form is for the PlaintiffNictim information. If you are the victim, enter your
own information or if you are a parent or guardian enter the minor child's information for the following
fields:
a. Name
b. Social security number
c. Date of birth
d. Address
e. Telephone number
f. Cell phone number
g. Email Address
h. Employer name
i. Employer address
J. Employer telephone number
k. Emergency Contact
I. Emergency Contact telephone number
2. If you are filing on behalf of a minor child, enter complete the following fields on the second portion of
the intake form under Parent/Guardian section.
a. Name
b. Relation to the child
c. Social security number
d. Date of birth
e. Address
f. Telephone number
g. Cell phone number
h. Email Address
1. Employer name
J. Employer address
k. Employer telephone number
NOTE: The Intake Form (FORM A) will be kept confidential and will not be given to the other
party/defendant.

Published: 04/2020, CN: 12590 (How to File a SASP A Complaint)

page 6 of 11

Instructions for Completing a Verified Complaint (Form B)

A. Leave the Docket Number blank. The court will provide this number for you.
B. On the right side of the form, enter the County where you are filing the application.
C. Enter your name or the minor's name, if you are filing a complaint on the behalf of a minor child, in the
space marked "Plaintiff/Victim".
D. If you are filing on behalf of a minor child, enter your name in the space marked
"Plaintiff/Parent/Guardian ".
E. Enter your date of birth or the minor's date of birth in the space marked "Plaintiff/Victim's Date of Birth".
F. Enter your date of birth if you are filing on behalf of a minor child in the space marked
"Plaintiff/Parent/Guardian Date ofBirth".
G. On the right side of the form, enter the defendant's description if known in the following fields:
a. Defendant's sex
b. Defendant's race
C.

Defendant's date of birth

d. Defendant's height
e. Defendant's weight
f.

Defendant's eye color

g. Defendant's hair color
h. Any distinguishing features that the defendant may have such as scars, tattoos, facial hair etc.

i.

Defendant's driver's license number and the state it was issued if known.

H. Enter the Defendant's name in the space marked "Defendant Information: Name:".
I.

Enter the Defendant's "home and cell phone number", "work phone number", "social security number" "email address" and "home and work address" in the appropriately marked spaces on the form.

J. Enter the date the defendant committed the act in the space marked "ON (Date)".
K. Enter the time the defendant committed the act in the space marked "AT (J'ime) ".

L. Enter the details of the act(s) the defendant committed in the space marked "BY (Details)". You can
continue to use as many lines as necessary to state the exact details of the act(s) the defendant committed
against you or minor child.
M. Check off the act or acts the defendant committed: "Sexual Contact, Sexual Penetration, Lewdness". See
definitions of each act in the defmitions section of this packet.
N. Answer "Yes" or "No" on Question 1 regarding prior or pending court proceedings involving yourself, if
Published: 04/2020, CN: 12590 (How to File a SASPA Complaint)
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you are the plaintiff/victim, or the minor plaintiff/victim, and the defendant in this complaint. If you select
"Yes", enter the title of the case, the docket number and the county and state where the case is being heard.
0. Answer "Yes" or "No" on Question 2 regarding whether a criminal complaint has been filed in this matter.
If you select "Yes", enter the date, docket number and the county and state where the case in being.
P. The form must have the signature of the party filing the complaint. If you cannot scan a signed copy of this
document, please type your name in the signature line.

Published: 04/2020, CN: 12590 (How to File a SASPA Complaint)
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Sexual Assault Survivors Protection Act (SASPA)
Intake Form
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To assure accuracy of court records - To be filled out by the Plaintiff or Attorney
Confidentiality of this information must be maintained

Please complete the entire form , leaving no blank spaces. If something does not apply to you , enter
"N/A". This form is confidential and will not be shared with the other party.
I. Victim Information
Name: Last

Middle Initial

First

I
Social Security Number

Date of Birth

Address : Street

State

City

Zip Code

I
Telephone Number

I

Cell Phone Number

Email Address
Employer Name
Employer Address : Street

State

City

I

Zip Code

I

I

Employer Telephone Number

I Emergency Contact Telephone Number

Emergency Contact Name

II. ParenUGuardian Information
Name: Last
Relation to the Child

First

Middle Initial

Social Security Number

Address : Street

I Date of Birth

City

Zip Code

State

I
Telephone Number

I
I

Cell Phone Number

Email Address
Employer Name
Employer Address : Street

City

I

State

I

Zip Code

I

Employer Telephone Number
Emergency Contact Name

I Emergency Contact Telephone Number

Ill. HearinQ Information
Will an interpreter be required?
If yes , ind icate language:

□ Yes

□ No

Will an accommodation for a disability be required?
If yes , indicate requested accommodation :

□ Yes

□ No

Published : 03/2020, CN: 12591
Published: 03/2020, CN: 12590 (How to Fi le a SASPA Complaint)

page 9 of 11

New Jersey Sexual Assault Survivor Protection Act Complaint
Docket Number

FV-

County, Superior Court,
Chancerv Division, Family Part
Defendant's Sex
Defendant's Race

I

IPlaintiff/Victim's Date of Birth

Plaintiff/Victim

I

Date of Birth

Height

Eye Color

Hair Color

Plaintiff/Parent/Guardian of Minor Plaintiff/Victim

Weight

Plaintiff/Parent/Guardian of Minor Plaintiff/Victim Date of Birth
Distinguishing Features (Scars, Facial Hair, Etc.)

Defendant Information: Name
Home Phone Number

Work Phone Number

Cell Phone Number:

Email Address:

IDefendant's Social Security Number

Driver's License Number
State

Driver's License Expiration Date

Home Address
Work Address
The undersigned complains that said defendant did commit the following act(s):
AT (Time)
BY (Details)
ON (Date)

The above constitute(s) the following criminal offenses(s): (Check all applicable boxes - see page 3 of instructions):

D

Sexual Contact

D Attempted Sexual Contact

D

Sexual Penetration

D Attempted Sexual Penetration

D

Lewdness

D Attempted Lewdness

1. Any prior or pending court proceedings involving this plaintiff/victim and defendant? (If Yes, enter docket

□ Yes

□ No

□ Yes

□ No

□ Yes

□ No

number, court, county, state)

2. Has a criminal complaint been filed in this matter? (If Yes, enter date, docket number, court, county, state)

If yes, was a Restraining Order granted?

Certification by Parent/Guardian
I,
am the parent or legal guardian of minor victim,
this complaint on their behalf. The minor victim is not present for the following reason(s):

and am filing

Certification by PlaintiffNictim
I certify that the foregoing responses made by me are true. I am aware that if any of the foregoing responses made by
me are willfully false, I am subject to punishment.

Date

New Jersey Sexual Assault TPO
Published: 03/2020, CN: 12590 (How to File a SASPA Complaint)
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New Jersey Judiciary
Family Practice Division

Additional Information Sheet
Date:

Full Name:

-------

I certify that the foregoing statements made by me are true. I am aware that if any of the foregoing
statements made by me are willfully false, I am subject to punishment

Date

Signature Plaintiff/Counterclaimant

Published 09/2011, CN: 11532 (Family Additional Information Sheet)
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This session:
1. S327 Establishes four-year pilot program in Ocean County for electronic monitoring of certain
domestic violence offenders; designated as "Lisa's Law"; appropriates $2.5 million.
Last session
2. S383 Establishes standards for Batterers' Intervention Programs in domestic violence cases. –
passed Senate
3. S384 Establishes certain requirements for domestic violence training for certain judges and
judicial personnel. – signed by the Governor
4. S385 Requires training for law enforcement officers and assistant county prosecutors
concerning handling of domestic violence cases. – passed Senate
5. S386 Establishes mandatory domestic violence training for municipal prosecutors. – signed by
the Governor

Senator Troy Singleton Bio

Senator Troy Singleton has devoted his life to public service in government, political, and policy posts at
all levels. In 2011, he was elected to his first term in the New Jersey General Assembly, representing the
over 220,000 residents of the 7th Legislative District. Senator Singleton was elected to the New Jersey
State Senate in November 2017 and currently serves as Chairman of the Senate Community and Urban
Affairs Committee, Vice Chair of the Senate Economic Growth Committee, and as a member of the
Judiciary Committee. He was most recently appointed to serve as the Senate Majority Whip.
During his time in the legislature, Senator Singleton had a significant number of proposals signed into
law and has received numerous awards for his public service and legislative acumen from business,
education, civic, labor and non-profit organizations.
Senator Singleton is currently employed as a Senior Vice President for Realogy Title Group and as the
President of Realogy Insurance Agency. Along with this busy career, Senator Singleton has long included
personal involvement in his community as an essential component of his life.

Judge Daniel D’Alessandro, J.S.C. (Ret.) is of counsel to the firm. Born and raised in
Jersey City, he was the first person in his family to get beyond the ninth grade.
He was honored and humbled to serve in the Superior Court of New Jersey
Chancery Division Family Part; and the Law Division (Civil) from 2010-2019; and was
the vicinage’s Open Public Records Act judge, intensive settlement conference
judge, new judge mentor, and security committee co-chair.
The New Jersey Supreme Court appointed him to its Family Practice Committee,
Women and the Courts Committee, and Media Working Group.
In the courtroom, Judge D’Alessandro presided in complex personal injury,
commercial, land use, insurance, construction, prerogative writ, malpractice cases,
and sensitive family law trials and motions.
After completing his judicial service, he returned to private practice to continue his
commitment to public service, the legal profession, children, families, and
education. Determined to help people fairly and promptly resolve their differences,
he is a family law, civil, and probate mediator and arbitrator.
Before he became a judge, he founded his firm. He practiced statewide for thirtyfive years as a trial and transactional attorney in family law, civil litigation,
commercial law, construction, real estate and development, health care, probate
litigation and estate planning. His firm was Martindale-Hubbell AV-rated. He is listed
in the Bar Register of Preeminent Lawyers, Who’s Who in American Law, Who’s Who
in America, and was named a Super Lawyer by NJ Monthly in four practice areas.
Judge D’Alessandro was the Jersey City municipal defender, the Secaucus municipal
prosecutor, counsel to the Jersey City Public Employees Retirement System, pro
bono counsel to domestic violence groups, and special counsel to the Jersey City
Sewerage Authority.

He established Jersey City’s first office for people with disabilities, pro bono; and
was a court-appointed presiding condemnation commissioner, conservator,
guardian, mediator and arbitrator. Most recently, he served on the new Hudson
County courthouse technical review/builder selection committee for a
$300,000,000+ project.
He has served on the faculty at New Jersey Judicial College and has presented
seminars for the New Jersey Institute for Continuing Legal Education (ICLE), the New
Jersey State Bar Association, the Hudson County Bar Association, Lawyers for
Justice, the Hudson Inn of Court, Lormann Education, the National Business
Institute and the Justice Virginia Long Inn of Court on evidence, family law, civil
practice, settlement techniques, mediation, ethics, practice management, estates,
real estate, special education, and animal law; and is the chair of the annual ICLE
Mental Health Institute.
He was president of the Hudson County Bar Association and is the chair of its
continuing legal education committee. He served on the New Jersey Supreme Court
District VI Ethics Committee; and was Vice Chair of the Fee Arbitration Committee.
Dedicated to community service, children and education, he is a past president of
the Boys & Girls Clubs of Hudson County and coached AAU baseball and high
school baseball and football. He has spoken at Seton Hall University School of Law,
Rutgers University Law School, Fordham Law School, St. Peter’s University, New
Jersey City University and at many high schools and community groups.
He graduated from St. Peter Prep, St. Peter’s College (A.B., Economics 1971), Seton
Hall University School of Law (Juris Doctor 1974); and New York University Graduate
School of Law (L.L.M., Criminal Justice 1980); and completed advanced complex
litigation coursework at the National Judicial College in Nevada.
He was licensed to practice law in New Jersey (1975), the United States District
Court for the District of New Jersey (1975), the United States Supreme Court (1985)
and the United States District Court for the Southern District of New York (1989).

The Honorable Marie E. Lihotz joined Archer as Of Counsel after serving twenty years
as a member of the New Jersey Judiciary, including more than eleven years in the
Appellate Division. Judge Lihotz concentrates her practice in resolving legal disputes
through mediation and arbitration, including family, business, estate, employment as
well as appellate arbitration matters. She is a member of the American Arbitration
Association Commercial and Employment Roster of Arbitrators, an approved Rule
4:21A arbitrator and Rule 1:40 civil mediator. Further, Judge Lihotz consults on trial and
appellate presentations.
Judge Lihotz was originally appointed to the Tax Court of New Jersey by Governor
Christine Todd Whitman. During her judicial career, she served as Presiding Judge of
the Family Part, Burlington Vicinage and, as one of the Appellate Division’s senior
judges, as the Presiding Judge of Part B. During her tenure in the Appellate Division,
Judge Lihotz authored more than 120 published opinions.
Judge Lihotz led the Supreme Court’s Family Practice Committee as the second Chair,
succeeding the Honorable Eugene Serpentelli. She served as Chair of the Judicial
Education Committee for the Conference of Family Part Presiding Judges. She was a
member and instructor of the Supreme Court Judicial Education Committee; Co-Chair of
the Sub-Committee for the New Family Judge’s Judges’ Orientation; a member of the
Internet Technology Committee and E-filing subcommittee; Chair of the Appellate
Division’s Technology Committee, and a member of the Supreme Court’s Committee on
Public Access to Court Records.
Judge Lihotz is past president and a founding member of the Thomas S. Forkin Family
Law American Inn of Court. During her term as president, the Inn was first recognized
by the National AIC in the Circle of Excellence and later achieving the Platinum Level of
excellence in the requisite core competencies.
In private practice prior to joining the judiciary, Judge Lihotz focused on commercial and
family law litigation, as well as corporate, tax, estate planning and administration, and
bankruptcy matters. Her firm, Pluese & Lihotz, PA, represented both national and family
businesses in various trial and corporate matters. She served as a commercial arbitrator
and a bankruptcy mediator.
As an attorney and a judge, Judge Lihotz has always participated in legal education. In
addition to lecturing for NJICLE, various bar associations, the Administrative Office of
the Courts, and the Judiciary, she participated as an adjunct lecturer for Rutgers
University Law School, Camden.
Judge Lihotz earned her J.D. from Villanova University School of Law and an L.L.M.
(taxation) from New York University School of Law. She received her undergraduate
degree from the University of Delaware.

Dave Bruno is a partner at The Bianchi Law Group, Former Major Crimes Assistant
Prosecutor, and National TV Legal Analyst. David handles criminal defense, municipal
court, and domestic violence restraining order cases in all twenty-one New Jersey counties
and in the District of New Jersey. Dave possesses the tenacity and ability and willingness to
go to trial that is the hallmark of The Bianchi Law Group, LLC. His litigation philosophy is
that preparation for court and one’s reputation as a lawyer able and willing to go to trial
often results in more favorable outcomes for clients.
David began his legal career in 2006 as an associate at a New Jersey criminal defense firm,
where he was mentored by a former Assistant United States Attorney and First Assistant
Prosecutor of Essex County. While at the firm, David defended individuals criminally
charged at both the state and federal level, as well as police officers of the PBA and FOP on
administrative charges, appeals, and criminal charges.
A former Assistant Prosecutor in the Morris County Prosecutor’s Office and trial defense
attorney, David brings to his practice considerable experience both building and defending
cases, an asset that proves invaluable when representing his clients. He is certified by the
New Jersey Supreme Court as a Certified Criminal Trial Attorney, one of only approximately
250 out of the more than 98,000 attorneys in New Jersey.
In 2010, David received the Litigation Award from ASIS International-Western New Jersey
Chapter 088 for his efforts during the trial prosecution of Jonathan Zarate for the murder of
Jennifer Parks in 2005. David also was featured on the Investigation Discovery network’s
crime series, “Deadly Sins,” which aired on February 15, 2014, relating to the same trial.
In 2014 through the present, David was named a Rising Star and a Super Lawyer in
criminal law-related fields by the publishers of New Jersey Monthly magazine and one of
the top 40 under 40 Criminal Defense lawyers in New Jersey by the American Society of
Legal Advocates. He has instructed for the National Business Institute for Continuing Legal
Education for Attorneys and the New Jersey Association of Justice.
David is also a frequent legal commentator on several national media networks such as Fox
News, the Fox Business Channel, HLN, UPN9, and Investigation Discovery. David uses his
experience and training to comment on legal issues such as acts of criminal law related
cases, terrorism, police shootings, legal decisions and congressional investigations.

Stephanie Frangos Hagan has practiced Family Law exclusively for
more than 30 years, and is one of the founding members of
Donahue, Hagan, Klein & Weisberg, LLC. Her experience has won
the respect of her colleagues in the legal community. Yet, she
remains in a class by herself.
Known for her aggressive brand of advocacy, Stephanie is a
formidable opponent. Whether advocating in the courthouse or
negotiating across a conference room table, she is a force to be
reckoned with. She handles highly complex financial as well as
custody matters on a regular basis.
A frequent lecturer, moderator and panelist, Stephanie has
lectured regularly on a variety of family law topics including
Alimony, Child Support, Equitable Distribution, Custody, LGBT
issues, distribution of partnership and business interests,
Cohabitation, Relocation, Palimony and other important family law
issues. Stephanie has lectured regularly at the annual New Jersey
Family Law Symposium as well as the New Jersey State Bar
Association annual Hot Tips for Family Law Seminar, Institute for
Continuing Legal Education, Mid-year Retreat and Annual Meeting
in Atlantic City. Stephanie is also a frequent lecturer for the Morris
and Union County Bar Associations.
Stephanie has served for more than twenty (20) years as a Blue
Ribbon panelist for the Family Law Early Settlement Panel in Union,
Essex and Morris Counties. In addition, she is appointed as a
mediator by Family Court judges throughout New Jersey. She has
been a court approved family law mediator since 2001. Stephanie
is known for her ability to mediate and litigate high income wage
earner matters and other complex financial matters to
resolution. In addition to her work as a court appointed mediator,
she also handles private mediations and is certified by the
American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers as a Family Law
Arbitrator.
Stephanie is currently an officer and the immediate past-chair of
the New Jersey State Bar Family Law Section Executive Committee
having served as the Chair of the Section in 2017/2018. Stephanie
has been a member of the committee for more than 20 years and

received the prestigious Legislative Award from the New Jersey
State Bar Association in December 2013 for her legislative efforts as
a member of the committee. In 2018 Stephanie was elected to the
New Jersey State Bar Association’s Nominating Committee for a
two year term and was also selected to serve on the New Jersey
Supreme Court Family Practice Committee.
In addition to the state bar association, Stephanie is also the current
President of the Morris County Bar Association having been
installed as President on January 17th 2019. She is also a current
Trustee of the Morris County Bar Foundation having served as
President in 2017. Stephanie was previously the co-chair of the
Family Law Committee for the Morris County Bar Association as
well as the former Chair and vice-chair of the Fee Arbitration
Committee for District X (Morris County).

As a Certified Matrimonial Law Attorney, Frank J. LaRocca is one of the leading
practitioners of family law in the State of New Jersey. In addition to representing
clients across the state, Mr. LaRocca is also a sought-after speaker and writer on
wide range of family and divorce-related issues – including equitable distribution
of asset, child custody, and pre-nuptial agreements.
Appellate Representation
Argued and appeared before the Superior Court of New Jersey, Appellate
Division, on a wide range of domestic, family and matrimonial law issues
including custody, domestic violence, alimony, equitable distribution and
jurisdictional issues. Argued precedent setting law before he the N.J. Supreme
Court.
Trials and Hearings
Extensive appearances in the Superior Court of New Jersey-including
appearances before almost every Family Part Judge in: Bergen,
Monmouth, Passaic, Essex, Middlesex, Somerset, Morris, Ocean, and
Hunterdon Counties.
• Financial Matters: Responsible for and assisted in every aspect of many
state-wide, highly contested high-end divorce matters dealing with
complex valuation, distribution and support issues-the most substantial of
which was tried to conclusion over the course of six months.
• Custody Matters: Responsible for many highly contested custody,
termination and relocation matters-the most substantial of which was tried
to conclusion for eight days.
• Domestic Relations Matters: Tried to conclusion and responsible for the
disposition of many domestic violence and contempt matters-the most
substantial of which was tried to conclusion for five days.
• Bankruptcy Related Family Law Matters: Tried issues of dischargeability of
terms and conditions of a Property Settlement Agreement and Judgment
of Divorce in the U.S. Bankruptcy
Legal Appointments
•

•
•
•
•

Keyport Municipal Court, Municipal Court Judge, 2015 – 2017
Supreme Court of New Jersey, Office of Attorney Ethics, District IIA Ethics
Committee, Attorney Member, 2006 – 2010
Supreme Court of New Jersey, Office of Attorney Ethics, District IIA Fee
Arbitration Committee, Attorney Member, 2003 – 2007; 2015 – 2019
Supreme Court of New Jersey, Office of Attorney Ethics, Ethics Committee,
Attorney Alternate Member, 2005

•
•
•

•

Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division, Family Part, Counsel
(Family Part Contempt Proceedings
Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division, Family Part, Special
Matrimonial Counsel (Family Part Receivership Proceedings)
Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division, Family Part, Counsel
(Division of Youth and Family Services Parental Rights Termination
Proceeding)
Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery Division, General Equity, Counsel
(Competency Proceedings)

Areas of Practice
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Family Law
Divorce
Equitable Distribution of Assets
Child Custody & Support
Pre-nuptial Agreements
Domestic Violence
Complex Business Valuations

Certified Legal Specialties
• Certified Matrimonial Law Attorney (2004-present), Supreme Court of the
State of New Jersey
Bar Admissions
•
•
•
•

New Jersey, 1996
U.S. District Court District of New Jersey
U.S. Court of Appeals 3rd Circuit
U.S. Tax Court

Education
•
•

Pace University School of Law, White Plains, New York
• Juris Doctor – 05/1995
William Paterson University, Wayne, New Jersey
• B.A. – 12/1988
• Major: Psychology

Classes/Seminars

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

“Death Taxes & Divorce: Planning for Marital Relationships.” Panelist. An
overview of Ross v. Ross and the Qualified Domestic Relations Order, New
Jersey Institute for Continuing Legal Education
“Innocent Spouse Relief: Ethical Obligations & Practical Solutions.”
Lecturer. An overview of Sheridan v. Sheridan and the new innocent
spouse regulations, New Jersey Association of Certified Public
Accountants
“Equitable Distribution in Divorce Settlements in New Jersey: Valuation,
Tax and Other Issues.” Faculty. An overview of the doctrine of equitable
distribution highlighting key issues of valuation, ethics, experts, closely
held businesses and tax consequences, National Business Institute
“Child Custody and Visitation in New Jersey.” Faculty. Discussion on legal
basis and criteria for custody, relocation and modification applications in
New Jersey, National Business Institute
“Issues Raised By Second Marriages.” Moderator and Panelist. An
overview of prenuptial agreements, estate planning issues, dealing with
separate assets, child support and business eligibility issues, New Jersey
Institute for Continuing Legal Education
“Issues Affecting Equitable Distribution.” Lecturer. An overview of the law
of Equitable Distribution in New Jersey, New Jersey Association of
Certified Public Accountants
“Divorce Law in New Jersey.” Faculty. A broad discussion of: drafting and
litigating premarital agreements; causes of action for divorce; and, the
New Jersey Domestic Partnership Act, National Business Institute

Professional Associations and Memberships
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

New Jersey State Bar Association, Family Law Section, Member, 1996 to
Present
American Inns of Court, New Jersey Family Law Section, 1997 to Present
Monmouth County Bar Association, Family Law Committee, Member, 1999
to 2001
Association of Trial Lawyers of America, Member, 1994 to Present
Supreme Court of New Jersey, Office of Attorney Ethics, District IIA Ethics
Committee, Member, 2006-2010
Supreme Court of New Jersey, Office of Attorney Ethics, District IIA Fee
Arbitration Committee , September 2003-August 2007 term
Superior Court of NJ Mandatory Early Settlement Program, Family Part,
Bergen County, Chair, 2001-present

•

•
•

Panelist, Superior Court of NJ Mandatory Early Settlement Program, Family
Part, Bergen County (1998-2001), Committee Member (1998-2001),
Monmouth County (2006-present)
American Registry, 2016
New Jersey State Bar Association Family Law Executive Committee , 2013
to Present

Pro Bono Activities
•
•
•
•

Superior Court of NJ Mandatory Early Settlement Program, Family Part,
Monmouth County, 2006 to Present
Chair, Superior Court of NJ Mandatory Early Settlement Program, Family
Part, Bergen County, 2001 to Present
Panelist, Superior Court of NJ Mandatory Early Settlement Program, Family
Part, Bergen County, 1998 to 2001
Committee Member, Superior Court of NJ Mandatory Early Settlement
Program, Family Part, Bergen County, 1998 to 2001

Jeralyn Lawrence is the Managing Member and Founder
of Lawrence Law, and devotes her practice to
matrimonial, divorce, and family law, and is a trained
collaborative lawyer, divorce mediator, and arbitrator.
Certified by the Supreme Court of New Jersey as a Matrimonial Law Attorney, Jeralyn
represents clients with matrimonial and family law needs, including divorce litigation,
mediation and arbitration, custody and parenting time issues, alimony and child
support, separation and property settlement agreements, adoption and guardianship
advice, domestic partnership matters under the Domestic Partnership Act, domestic
violence and sexual abuse, and palimony. She handles matters ranging from the
simple and straightforward to the complex, involving significant income and assets,
including representation of celebrities, professional athletes and high-profile
individuals. She takes great pride and care in helping her clients through difficult
personal matters. Through collaborative law, Jeralyn assists and guides clients who
are committed to resolving their matter without court intervention through the divorce
process. In November, 2019, on behalf of the New Jersey State Bar Association,
Jeralyn argued before the New Jersey Supreme Court. This case examined the
constitutionality of “not established” under New Jersey’s child welfare laws and
whether or not a parent/caregiver is entitled to appeal when the Division of Child
Protection and Permanency concludes “not established” following an investigation of
abuse or neglect.
Jeralyn is President-Elect of the New Jersey State Bar Association (NJSBA), where she
is slated to become its President in 2022. She is President of the American Academy of
Matrimonial Lawyers New Jersey Chapter and is certified by the Academy as a Family
Law Arbitrator.
Jeralyn serves as a speaker and panelist at divorce and family law programs and
seminars and has been admitted to the rosters of Mediators for Economic Aspects of
Family Law Cases and of Custody and Parenting Time Cases for Somerset County. She
serves on the NJ Supreme Court Matrimonial Certification Committee that oversees the
statewide matrimonial attorney certification process, as well as the Women’s Political
Caucus of New Jersey’s Board of Directors. Jeralyn is an attorney volunteer at
Safe+Sound Somerset and with the New Jersey State Bar Military Legal Assistance
Program, providing pro bono legal assistance to New Jersey residents who have
served overseas or active duty of the armed forces after September 11, 2001.

Jeralyn was selected by the Women’s Political Caucus of New Jersey to receive their
Carol Murphy Award and received the 2014 New Jersey Professional Lawyer of the
Year Award from the New Jersey Commission on Professionalism in the Law. She was
honored by NJBiz as one of New Jersey’s Best 50 Women in Business and was
selected as a Kean University Distinguished Alumna. Jeralyn was honored as an
Outstanding Woman in Somerset County by the Somerset County Commission On the
Status Of Women. She received the NJSBA’s Young Lawyers Division’s Professional
Achievement Award and received three Annual Legislative Recognition awards from
the NJSBA. Jeralyn was awarded for her amicus curiae work on behalf of the bar by the
NJSBA. She is a graduate of the National Institute of Trial Advocacy and a member of
the Central New Jersey Inns of Court.
Jeralyn was named a 2019 New Jersey Legal Trailblazer by the New Jersey Law
Journal and is one of the New Jersey Super Lawyers in the Family Law section. She
was named to Top 100 New Jersey Super Lawyers and Top 50 Female New Jersey
Super Lawyers and The American Institute of Family Law Attorneys named her one of
the “10 Best” Attorneys for the State of New Jersey. She is listed in The Best Lawyers
in America in the Family Law, Family Law Arbitration, and Family Law Mediation
sections and was named the Best Lawyers “Lawyer of the Year” in 2018, 2019, 2020,
and 2021. New Jersey Family has also named her as one of “New Jersey’s Best
Lawyers for Families”. She was a finalist as Lawyer of the Year in 2015 by the New
Jersey Law Journal. Jeralyn received the New Jersey Law Journal’s Mentor of the Year
Award in 2020. In addition, she selected by her peers as one of New Jersey’s Top 10
matrimonial lawyers under the age of 40 and was recognized by the New Jersey Law
Journal as one of 40 accomplished and promising attorneys in the State of New Jersey
under the age of 40.

Albertina “Abby” Webb is a partner in the Red Bank, New Jersey office of Hill Wallack LLP, where
she is a member of the firm’s Family Law practice group. Ms. Webb concentrates her practice
on family law issues, including divorce, custody, support, post-judgment and domestic violence
cases from inception through resolution, either by mediation, arbitration or trial. She also
handles enforcement or modification of marital agreements, alimony and child support awards,
post judgment enforcement and modification of agreements and pre-nuptial agreements, as
well as engaging in litigation practice to set them aside or for enforcement.
Ms. Webb is also licensed to practice in New York, where she focuses her practice on family law
issues and litigation. She is a member of the New York State Bar Association, Family Law
Section and Children's Rights Committee.
She serves as a mediator in family law matters, either appointed by the court or selected by
parties and has been appointed as Guardian Ad Litem for children and incapacitated
individuals.
Ms. Webb is admitted to practice in New Jersey (1998), New York (1999), U.S. District Court for
the District of New Jersey (1998), U.S. District Court Eastern District of New York (2001), and
U.S. District Court Southern District of New York (2001). She earned her J.D. from New York Law
School and her B.S. from John Jay College Criminal Studies.

