2022 NJSBA Annual Meeting
Effective Oral Argument in Appellate and Trial Courts
Moderator/Speaker:
David R. Kott, Esq.
McCarter & English, LLP, Newark
Speakers:
Justice Barry T. Albin
Supreme Court of New Jersey
Hon. Patty Shwartz, United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit
Hon. Clarkson S. Fisher, Jr., P.J.A.D.
Hon. Karen M. Williams
United States District Court for the District of New Jersey
Bruce D. Greenberg, Esq.
Lite DePalma Greenberg & Afanador, LLC, Newark

Justice Barry T. Albin

Justice Albin was nominated by Governor James E. McGreevey on July 10, 2002 to serve on the
Supreme Court. He was confirmed by the Senate on September 12, 2002 and was sworn in as an
Associate Justice by Chief Justice Deborah T. Poritz at a private ceremony on September 18, 2002. On
October 3, 2002, he reaffirmed the oath of office in a public ceremony at the Trenton War Memorial.
Justice Albin was confirmed by the Senate for a second term and tenure on June 22, 2009.
At the time of his nomination, Justice Albin was a partner in the Woodbridge law firm of Wilentz,
Goldman and Spitzer.
Justice Albin was born on July 7, 1952, in Brooklyn, New York. He graduated from Rutgers College in
1973. After graduating from Cornell Law School in 1976, he began his career as a Deputy Attorney
General in the Appellate Section of the New Jersey Division of Criminal Justice. Justice Albin then
served as an Assistant Prosecutor in Passaic and Middlesex counties from 1978 to 1982. He began his
association with the Wilentz firm in 1982, and was named a partner in 1986.
Justice Albin is a past President of the New Jersey Association of Criminal Defense Lawyers (19992000) and served as a member of the New Jersey Supreme Court Criminal Practice Committee from
1987 to 1992. He was selected by his peers to be included in the publication "Best Lawyers in
America" (2000-2001).
He and his wife, Inna, have two sons, Gerald and Daniel.
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Bruce D. Greenberg is a highly experienced litigator who draws on his more than 35 years of practice to
provide sophisticated representation to clients in appellate and complex commercial litigation. Bruce has
Practice Areas

successfully handled dozens of cases in federal and state courts around the country, and has briefed and

Class Action Litigation

argued numerous appeals before the Supreme Court of New Jersey, New Jersey's Appellate Division, and

Appellate Law

the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, as well as one case in the Colorado Court of Appeals. The

Federal Securities
Litigation

moderator at a recent seminar introduced Bruce, a panelist, as "the Dean of the New Jersey Supreme Court

Antitrust

which he previously served for fifteen years).

Bar." He also represents applicants before the Supreme Court of New Jersey Committee on Character (on

Consumer Fraud
Product Liability

During lower-court proceedings, Bruce focuses on winning the matter at hand while also laying the

Committee on Character

groundwork for a strong position on appeal. He is regularly asked to take over on appeal cases that were

Complex Commercial
Litigation

handled in lower courts by other counsel. A "lawyers' lawyer," Bruce has been retained by other attorneys to
prosecute appeals in their own personal partnership, matrimonial, counsel fee, and legal malpractice
matters.
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J.D., Columbia University
B.A., cum laude,
University of Pennsylvania

Some of Bruce's appellate work has led to multimillion-dollar victories for his clients. More than 40 of his
cases have been officially reported, including significant decisions on mass torts, class actions, restrictive
employment covenants, land use, real estate brokerage, and other topics. Additional subjects of his
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successful appeals have included medical malpractice, rent control, and other complex commercial

U.S.Supreme Court

litigation.

U.S. Court of Appeals,
Third Circuit

"To be successful in appellate work," says Bruce, "you must have the oral argument skills and quick

U.S. District Court, District
of New Jersey

reactions of a superb debater, combined with the technical and analytical proficiency of a legal scholar. You

New Jersey

courts. With more than three decades of experience in trial-level and appellate practice, I believe I offer my

must understand the appellate process inside and out, as well as the rules and preferences of the individual
clients all of these capabilities."

FOR CLIENTS
Bruce has extensive experience handling complex products liability, antitrust, securities fraud, and
consumer fraud class actions across the country, at the trial and appellate levels. He also represents
businesses, large and small, and individual clients in commercial litigation and appeals, and represents
individual applicants to the New Jersey Bar before the Supreme Court of New Jersey Committee on
Character.
As lead and co-lead counsel in numerous class action cases, Bruce has helped his clients win significant
victories. These include Varacallo v. Massachusetts Mutual Life Ins. Co., 226 F.R.D. 207 (D.N.J. 2005), an

insurance sales practices case that resulted in a nationwide class settlement worth over $750 million, In re
STEC, Inc. Securities Litig., No. cv-09-1304 (JVS) (C.D. Cal.)., which produced a settlement of $35.75
million for a nationwide class, Cole v. NIBCO, Inc., No. 13-CV-7871-FLW-TJB (D.N.J.), a case involving
defective plumbing piping, tubing and fixtures, where a $43.5 million nationwide class settlement was
achieved, Schwartz v. Avis Rent A Car System, LLC,No. 2:11-CV-4052-JLL-JAD (D.N.J.), a nationwide
consumer fraud and breach of contract class settlement worth up to $13 million, Desio v. Insinkerator, No.
2:15-CV-00346-SMJ (E.D. Wash.), a products case that settled for $3.8 million for a nationwide class, In re
Samsung DLP Television Class Action Litig., No. 07-2141(GEB) (D.N.J.), a case involving defective
televisions that produced in a highly valuable nationwide settlement, and DeMarco v. AvalonBay
Communities, Inc., No. 15-CV-628-JLL-JAD (D.N.J.), a consolidation of three cases that alleged that the
defendant's negligence caused a massive fire that destroyed an entire building at the residential complex
known as Avalon at Edgewater, located in Edgewater, New Jersey. In that case, Bruce achieved a
settlement that enabled all tenants whose homes were destroyed to claim and recover 100% of their losses
from the tragic fire.
In Pedersen v. Ford Motor Co., No. GIC 821797(Cal. Super. Ct.), Bruce negotiated a four-state consumer
fraud settlement that afforded full benefit of the bargain relief. This favorable settlement was the direct result
of his efforts as co-lead counsel in constituent New Jersey and Pennsylvania cases. Bruce was also
instrumental in In re Motorola Securities Litig., Civ. No. 03-C-287 (N.D. Ill.), where Lite DePalma Greenberg
Afanador, as co-lead counsel, achieved a $193 million settlement for a nationwide class just three business
days before trial was to begin.
Bruce has also served as an executive committee member or as liaison counsel in many class action cases.
For example, he acted as liaison counsel for the commercial cases in In re Insurance Brokerage Antitrust
Litig., MDL No. 1663, No. 04-5184-FSH (D.N.J.), which resulted in settlements totaling over $200 million for
a nationwide class. Bruce was liaison counsel in In re N.J. Tax Sales Certificates Antitrust Litig.,No.
3:12-CV-1893-MAS-TJB (D.N.J.), which achieved settlements, upheld by the Third Circuit Court of Appeals,
worth over $10 million for a class of New Jersey property owners.
Bruce has had frequent successes as an executive committee member in class action cases. Such cases
include Henderson v. Volvo Cars of North America, LLC, No. 2:09-CV-4146-CCC-JAD (D.N.J.), a case
involving catastrophic transmission failures that conferred millions of dollars in settlement benefits on 90,000
class members, In re Shop-Vac Marketing and Sales Practices Litig., No. 4:12-MD-2380 (M.D. Pa.), a case
that involved misrepresentation of the peak horsepower of wet/dry vacuums, where he helped achieve a
nationwide settlement worth over $100 million, and In re Volkswagen Timing Chain Product Liability Litig.,
No. 16-CV-2765-JLL-JAD (D.N.J.), which resulted in a settlement for a nationwide class whose value
exceeds $40 million.
Bruce was appointed liaison counsel and a member of the Direct Purchaser Plaintiffs' steering committee in
In re Liquid Aluminum Sulfate Antitrust Litigation, No. 16-md-2687(JLL)(JAD) (D.N.J.), a multidistrict
litigation that alleges price-fixing, bid-rigging, and market allocation by sellers of aluminum sulfate. That case
is ongoing, and has so far produced over $65 million in settlements for the Direct Purchaser class.
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David Kott is described by sources as “an exemplary trial and appellate
lawyer. His knowledge of the law and ability to present to the courts
and jury are tremendous.” —Chambers USA
David Kott, a Fellow of the American College of Trial Lawyers, has tried more than 50 civil jury
trials to verdict in state and federal courts throughout New Jersey, and in New York,
Massachusetts, Florida, Texas and Virginia. David is designated by the New Jersey Supreme
Court as a Certified Civil Trial Lawyer. He has extensive experience in the areas of product
liability and commercial litigation and he often acts as lead counsel representing large
corporations in class actions, including cases alleging violations of New Jersey’s Consumer
Fraud Act and Truth-in-Consumer Contract, Warranty and Notice Act (TCCWNA), as well as
the Employee Retirement Income Security Act (ERISA) and environmental torts.
David is also a highly experienced appellate lawyer and is a Fellow of the American Academy
of Appellate Lawyers. He has argued ten matters in the New Jersey Supreme Court. For over
20 years, David has chaired the Legal Affairs Committee of the New Jersey Business and
Industry Association (NJBIA), the largest business trade association in New Jersey. He is a
past Board Chair of the New Jersey Civil Justice Institute (NJCJI), the largest New Jerseybased civil justice reform organization. On behalf of trade associations including NJBIA,
NJCJI, the New Jersey Chamber of Commerce, the Healthcare Institute of New Jersey, the
New Jersey Defense Association, the Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of
America, the New Jersey State Bar Association, and the Washington Legal Foundation, David
has authored numerous amicus briefs in important appeals in New Jersey. He was appointed
by New Jersey Supreme Court Chief Justice Stuart Rabner to serve on the Working Group on
Business Litigation, a group of judges, attorneys and business leaders tasked with providing
recommendations for streamlining civil litigation in New Jersey state courts.
David is on the Board of Trustees of the ACTL Foundation. He is an Advocate of the American
Board of Trial Advocates. David is the former Chairman of the Board of Managers of
CancerCare New Jersey and, in 2007, he received its Individual Achievement Award.
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Shwartz, Patty
Born 1961 in Paterson, NJ
Federal Judicial Service:
Judge, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit
Nominated by Barack Obama on January 4, 2013, to a seat vacated by Maryanne Trump Barry.
Confirmed by the Senate on April 9, 2013, and received commission on April 10, 2013.
Other Federal Judicial Service:
U.S. Magistrate Judge, U.S. District Court for the District of New Jersey, 2003-2013
Education:
Rutgers University, B.A., 1983
University of Pennsylvania Law School (now Carey Law School), J.D., 1986
Professional Career:
Private practice, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 1986-1987
Law clerk, Hon. Harold A. Ackerman, U.S. District Court, District of New Jersey, 1987-1989
Assistant U.S. attorney, District of New Jersey, 1989-2003; deputy chief, Criminal Division, 19951999; chief, Criminal Division, 1999-2001, 2002-2003; executive assistant U.S. attorney, 20012002
Other Nominations/Recess Appointments:
Nominated to U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, October 5, 2011; no Senate vote

Honorable Karen McGlashan Williams is a United States District Court Judge for the District
of New Jersey. She was appointed to the United States District Court by President Biden on
May 12, 2021. Prior to that, Judge Williams has been a United States Magistrate Judge since
2009.
Judge Williams has been a member of the New Jersey State and Atlantic County Bar
Associations, and is a former District Chair of the New Jersey Supreme Court Unauthorized
Practice of Law Committee and a former Panel Chair of the New Jersey Supreme Court Office
of Attorney Ethics Fee Arbitration Committee. She was formerly Managing Partner of Jasinski &
Williams, P.C. where she represented management in all aspects of labor and employment law.
Judge Williams received her B.S. from the Pennsylvania State University and her J.D. from
Temple University School of Law.

